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Our fifth newsletter is an opportunity to review the important
activities that have taken place in the department during the
winter semester, which opened in January after a delay of several
weeks. Despite the many challenges, the department maintained
all academic activities while dealing with the changes and making
the necessary adjustments concerning research, teaching, and
other projects. We want to thank you for your dedication to the
department.

We would like wish all of you a very happy healthy and quiet
Passover holiday.
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UPDATES AND GREETINGS

e Hosting all Deans during March

e Dr. Avigail Ferdman has won a research grant to work on Large Language Models
and their implications for human flourishing. Her proposal was among the best of
an outstanding and varied group of proposals from all over the world.

e Congratulations to Dr. Noa Lahav Ayalon, that won the Rothschild scholarship
for 2024.

e Congratulations to Shiran Yuan, a Ph.D. student under the guidance of Dr. Avital
Binah-Pollak, that won Miriam and Aaron Gutwirth scholarship in recognition of
her excellence in research.

e Congratulations to Lital Shemen, a PhD student under the guidance of Dr. Avital
Binah-Pollak, that won the Fine Family Scholarship in recognition of her
excellence in research.

e The department's candidate for a PhD, Ze'ev Goldschmidt, won a grant from the
Lady Davis Foundation

» Prof. Andreas Blank won a scholarship from the Lady Davis Foundation as a
visiting researcher in the department in the winter semester of 2025

e Volunteering in the community during March

Retirement

e« We would like to thank conductor Leontie Wolf who is retiring after over 20
years as conductor of the Technion Choir.

» We would like to thank and wish success for the retirement of the teachers
Mrs. Ruth Amit and Dr. Ada Segre
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Ohad was invited to a lecture at Fudan University
in Shanghai, China, and met with faculty

members and students from this prestigious INEINITY
university. LElENlZ
ITS IMPACT ON HENSERN PHILOSOPHY
2024/04/03 $i#f: Ohad Nachtomy
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Nature and Natural Props for Yoga
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Ohad participated with Dr. Eyal Shafroni in a yoga workshop in
Hangzhou, where they promoted their new book, Yoga in Nature and
Natural Props for Yoga, Published by Dalian University of Technology
Press.

Publishing team members also visited the workshop and interviewed
the authors.

J71-1M2 71987 27-2 0N The NYC Workshop in Early Modern Philosophy 7w miwin 010N e
J11ANNN NTVINN |7'7n NIN TNIN
:NWIIA NY/NJ Research Seminar in Early Modern Philosophy 2 NININ7 107N TNIN 'NN2. e
Leibniz on the Nature of an Individual Substance: Complete Concept and Law of the Series.
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Dr. Tzipora Rakedzon

Tzipora Rakedzon was invited to present a seminar and workshop entitled,
“Even in the age of Al and ChatGPT - Practical tools for guiding students in
academic writing” on March 18th, at the Fondren Library, Rice University,
Houston, Texas as part of the ACTIVATE Engineering communication spring
seminar.

ACTIVATE Engineering Communication Program “‘@"ACT!VATE
Spring Seminar .

“Practical tools for guiding students
in academic writing...even in
the age of Al and ChatGPT”

March 18, 2024, 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Fondren Library, Rm 201

Refreshments provided

Tzipora Rakedzon, PhD

Assistant Professor Abstract. Although students rely more and more on Al-based tools like ChatGPT for
Associate Head of the academic writing and revising generated texts, both students and faculty still need
Department of Humanities & Arts strategies for effective guidance. Therefore, it is essential lo have instructional tools
Technion, Israel Institute of in this age. This talk will present three free tools that can be used in and outside of
Technology the classroom to benefit academics and students in improving their academic writing.

Dr. Enrico Piergiacomi

Why was Mochus the 7nnn NTIAV NN 2NN 'NIZR'NTD 17N
Founder of Atomism? Posidonius on Atoms, Pythagoreans,
NINY 2024 11TI72 17- N [7’NyN VTNN 0121 771981 9- 1 Technology
'w'7wn 1N90. (UCL) 1ImI7 2717 NU'DI2MINA N2 NTIN' D9 T 7Y
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Enrico Piergiacomi presented the research paper Why was Mochus the Founder of
Atomism? Posidonius on Atoms, Pythagoreans, Technology on April 9 at the 17th
London Ancient Science Conference 2024, organised by Prof. Andrew Gregory at the
University of College London (UCL). His third book (Epicurus’ Exercises. Disciplines for
Pleasure, Pisa, ETS) is scheduled to be published between the end of April and the
beginning of May. From April 22 until May 17, he will be a visiting scholar at Durham
University (UK) under the Durham Residential Research Library visiting fellowship.
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https://vimeo.com/518931323
https://vimeo.com/932008418?share=copy
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-17540-7

P~
V TECHNION
u Israel Institute

of Technology

HUMANITIES
‘ AND ARTS

1D 1T T

,Rhythm Changes 7w "1lnwin 0121 'MSNNWN 71981 3-6-n )7nNN2
NN1N NI'INANI N7'TINT NU'D121IND) 120 1707 11DN2 D'7NNY L1 'w2on
,LONj7'TIN , D910 ,DN7IN TANAN 'MMINN 21 01D IAT .(NMUVDIN YN
1'27TIN"72 0'2"1VNNN DNNIE D720

7w yiownn T7onn" NNNNIDY 78 NINNND 17NNN NTIAY NN 'Naxn 0101
7n 7¥ IMI2'wN1 1T NN 78R 10 NINNODNN 7V 1717 70 IN7'INRN 017701 1910700 1A
72NNNI Y¥IN'7 190 1T N9Ij7N )7nN2 .1951-1978 Dawn 2 78w NI 711 1IN NNIN VIAnY 17§77
1970-2 177 'T' 7V NN{7IN 7R NMIIWNIN T12 220 NIINTNY 1'NX7 171un .10 DINN2A NI VITN
7Y 'MIYN Q11 V'SI' N1D 2070 TNI'NA IW{7'aw 11'1D0N 7¥ 0'0ITI0ON NTIANT NakN2d

DIDN T8N 1INT INX'W 720 19D 70 MaNn NN 127 N'2'0§771j7 0190 N{7¥n N>Vl D1dN 170N
MO0 7¥ NIDTIVAN NMITANN 7V N12N7 "IN D2 'MDT 1T Nwin N1aon1 (2022 VOIRIN) OTI7N
2024 N'7'NN2 NRY'Y "20-N NNN2 NN NIT7IN'

.01D1 'MIDSNNWNI 'MY'D1] ]I 7V 1111007 NITINT DX AN 1T NINTIN

During the 3-6 of April | took part in the eighth Rhythm Changes Conference, Jazz
Encounters, which took place at the institute for Jazz Research (University of Music
and Performing Arts Graz, Austria). This is a multidisciplinary conference which
brings together researchers, writers, musicians, critics, and others interested in jazz
studies.

At the conference | presented my latest research paper titled "The influential role
of American reed player Mel Keller on the development of jazz in Israel". The paper
recounts the importance of New Yorker Mel Keller who lived in Israel between 1951-
1978 and during that time became the most well-known performer and educator
in the field of jazz. It is interesting to note that the first big band in Israel was
established by Keller in 1970 in response to the Technion's student union who
specifically requested that such a band perform at their annual ball.

During the conference a collective book launch was held to congratulate the
authors of all jazz related books that were published since the previous conference
(August 2022). As part of this launch, | also received recognition for the updated
edition of my book "The History of Jazz in the 20th Century" that was released at
the beginning of 2024.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the Technion for financing my trip
and participation at the conference.
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Dr Avigail Ferdman

Avigail Ferdman has published work in Philosophy & Technology that has
initiated a scholarly conversation on technology and human flourishing. Her
paper Human Flourishing_and Technology Affordances uses virtue ethics to show
how digital technologies like ChatGPT, autonomous vehicles and social media
platforms can deprive humans of flourishing lives, by impoverishing their human
capacities.

This work catalyzed further scholarly discourse, as evidenced by Ryan
Wittingslow's commentary, which underscores the profound implications of
Ferdman's theory for a wide array of disciplines, from philosophy to engineering.
Ferdman was invited to publish a reply, which emphasizes the moral urgency of
attending to digital technology ethics.

Avigail Ferdman also published a paper in Science and Engineering Ethics with
Emanuele Ratti (Bristol): What Do We Teach to Engineering_ Students:
Embedded Ethics, Morality And Politics. The paper builds on their expertise in
developing “Embedded Ethics” methods, and offers a novel perspective of
approaching ethics content in science and engineering contexts: a much-
needed distinction between ethics, morality and politics.

In June 2024, Avigail Ferdman is co-organizing an online workshop on “Political
Virtues and Technology”, with leading scholars in virtue ethics and technology,
including Prof. Don Howard, Notre Dame University, as keynote speaker.

Avigail Ferdman has also been invited to give a lecture on “Al,_human-capacity
habituation,_and the deskilling_problem” at the Julich Speaker Series in the
Philosophy of Technology, the Forschungszentrum Julich, one of the largest
interdisciplinary research centres in Europe. [AF]1]

Embedded Ethics

As we reach the end of the winter semester, the Embedded Ethics Program
continues to thrive with an array of stimulating activities and initiatives. Here's a
roundup of our recent endeavors:

Roundtable on Creative Pedagogical Tools

One of the highlights that kicked off the winter semester was the insightful
roundtable discussion on creative pedagogical tools.


https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13347-023-00686-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13347-024-00711-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13347-024-00727-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11948-024-00469-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11948-024-00469-1
https://humanities.technion.ac.il/en/embedded-ethics/
https://philtechtalks.netlify.app/
https://philtechtalks.netlify.app/
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Bringing together faculty from various disciplines across campus and the
Technion Center for Promotion of Learning and Teaching, we explored innovative
ways to integrate ethical reasoning skills into computer science and engineering
courses. The brainstorming session yielded a wealth of intriguing ideas that are
already being implemented in courses such as Deep Learning, Interactive
Systems, Projects in Bio-Engineering, and more. Read more about it here.

EMBEDDED ETHICS TOOLS AT A GLANCE

“Peppering” In-class Asynchronous
model module tools

Haow

Benefit

Embedded Ethics Activity 2023-2024

Our presence has significantly expanded as we focus on planning and developing
new ethics modules in science and engineering courses, alongside maintaining
existing modules from previous years. With approximately 35 ethics modules
incorporated into our yearly activity, ranging from in-class lessons to written
assignments and ethics guidance in student projects, we are committed to
nurturing ethical awareness among our students. Looking ahead, we eagerly
anticipate collaborating with faculty members across campus in the upcoming

semester.

EMBEDDED ETHICS ACTIVITY 2023-2024

Mumber of course interventions

| | I I I I l l l For more insights into the

Embedded Ethics Program and
our ongoing initiatives, visit our
website


https://humanities.technion.ac.il/en/embedded-ethics/
https://humanities.technion.ac.il/%d7%90%d7%aa%d7%99%d7%a7%d7%94-%d7%9e%d7%a9%d7%95%d7%9c%d7%91%d7%aa/
https://humanities.technion.ac.il/%d7%90%d7%aa%d7%99%d7%a7%d7%94-%d7%9e%d7%a9%d7%95%d7%9c%d7%91%d7%aa/
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https://humanities.technion.ac.il/%d7%9e%d7%a4%d7%92%d7%a9-%d7%9e%d7%a1-3/
https://www.technion.ac.il/2024/03/%d7%91%d7%99%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%9e%d7%9c%d7%90%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%99%d7%aa-%d7%9e%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%90%d7%9e%d7%aa-%d7%90%d7%99%d7%a9%d7%99%d7%aa/
https://www.technion.ac.il/2024/03/%d7%91%d7%99%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%9e%d7%9c%d7%90%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%99%d7%aa-%d7%9e%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%90%d7%9e%d7%aa-%d7%90%d7%99%d7%a9%d7%99%d7%aa/
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In the midst of ongoing conflict in Israel, the Physical Education Unit has played a
pivotal role in the "Back on Track" initiative. This program, launched by the Dean of
Students, was designed to bolster student well-being upon their return to campus
ahead of the semester. Our physical education teachers hosted a diverse range of
practical classes that catered to varying skill levels and interests. Options included
Pilates, stretching and relaxation techniques, functional training, and yoga, amongst
others. Furthermore, enlightening theoretical lectures on emotional nutrition and
mindfulness were also made available.rience.

el L
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NINTI ,NII0{7 NINIA72 ,NVIIN NIVYAN NI.O'VITIV0A INNY
YN71 Nhn NNNSnN N1107

DNINN NIN7 NDYYN §'0D /778 NINN T 7V 0N2VIN 0'RI9NN
NITZNNN YN Nj7'TIN 011710 DN1L,N77NNN 7w 11912 )1'NYT
qITNN O'NNID 1IN 17N 0N’ .1'9IN DAY NN'RA 9N ,NVIINA
.O'wInni D"ANN D2IKNN 1INT ,N'72700 N1DINYT Y

Parallel to this, the onset of the new semester marked the commencement of a
unique program dedicated to promoting relaxation, breathwork, and movement.
The goal of this initiative is to leverage small group sessions to mitigate student
stress and tension through focused physical activities. Spearheaded by Elky Kassif, a
member of the Physical Education unit, these sessions utilize music to facilitate
movement, relaxation, breathwork, and yoga therapy.

We are thrilled to announce that due to overwhelmingly positive feedback, a second
cycle of this program is currently underway. Thank you to all the participants for
making this initiative a meaningful and exciting part of our campus experience.
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As part of the department and the Technion's effort to enable a return to routine
for the reservists, we expanded the Writing Center services, mostly used by
graduate students in their research process, to help with the material in the
undergraduate English courses. As part of the initiative, the Writing Center
recruited two teachers (Michal Trachtenberg and Avia Ben Ari) for 71 meetings
with students absent from classes due to military service. Beyond the regular
learning outcomes, it was an opportunity to share, describe, and unpack a little (of
course, in the English language) the reality of those reservists in the last six
months. Now that the semester has ended, the students emphasized how much
this initiative helped them and how grateful they are for the unique service.
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