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As the Spring semester comes to a close and
exam season begins, we would like to take a
moment to reflect on the highlights and
achievements of the past few months.

This period has presented us with new and
difficult challenges. In the face of escalating
regional tensions and the recent outbreak of
direct military conflict with Iran, we have once
again found ourselves adapting to rapidly
changing circumstances. Teaching under such
conditions is no simple task, and we recognize
the emotional and logistical strain it places on
faculty, students, and staff alike.

Yet these are precisely the moments in which
our sense of solidarity matters most. It is our
shared responsibility to support one another
and to do our utmost to ensure minimal
disruption to the academic journey of our
students. Preserving continuity and academic
integrity, while remaining sensitive to the needs
of our community, is more vital now than ever.
In response to the situation, and as we have
learned to do swiftly over the past few years,
from the COVID era to ongoing national crises,
we promptly transitioned to online learning.
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We trust and believe in our lecturers to lead their
students through the end of the semester.

We are especially proud to share an outstanding
accomplishment from this year’s teaching survey:
the Department of Humanities and Arts was
ranked in the top percentile among all Technion
units, with an impressive average score of 4.669.
This places us—once again and with great pride
—in second place across the Technion, just after
the Faculty of Education
Technology.

This reflects the
dedication, professionalism, and collaborative
effort of each and every one of us, as well as the
meaningful impact we have on our students’
academic experience. We take pride in the

in Science and

continued achievement

quality of our teaching and in our unwavering
commitment to educational and academic

excellence.

You are welcome to contact us with any
questions.

Enjoy reading
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Dr. Elad Shniderman

A new article from the ongoing art-and-science
collaboration between Dr. Elad Shniderman and
Prof. Moti Fridman's Ilab explores the
synchronization of complex human networks.
The article, titled "Tempo Oscillations in Rhythmic
Human Networks," has been accepted for
publication in Scientific Reports. It examines the
oscillatory behavior of human networks, a
phenomenon essential to understanding
synchronization, coordination, and collective

dynamics.

Like the previous two articles published in Nature Communications, this study is
based on the analysis of musical interactions among 16 violin players. These
musicians communicated with one another through a specially designed
computer code that allowed for controlled real-time experimentation and data
collection. The next article in this project is currently in its finalization phase and
focuses on perturbation dynamics in human networks.

Project Artistic Page:

New Article - PDF:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15j02MXBIFR1quHxxJd6bBEscdCASTDHt/view?
usp=sharing

Project page (including previous publications and a documentary film):
https://www.eladshniderman.com/works/sync-variations
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15jo2MXBlFR1quHxxJd6bBEscdCA5TDHt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15jo2MXBlFR1quHxxJd6bBEscdCA5TDHt/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eladshniderman.com/works/sync-variations

Dr. Avigail Ferdman

Avigail Ferdman has been developing a virtue-
ethics philosophy of Al with her collaborative
research on how Large Language Models
intersect with human flourishing. Working with
former department post-doc Leora Sung, they
have been selected to present their research on
empathetic LLMs at prestigious international
venues, including conferences in Italy the
Netherlands and Israel.

Their paper "Empathetic Large Language Models, the social capacities and
human flourishing" is forthcoming in Inquiry: An Interdisciplinary Journal of

Philosophy, where they examine how our growing reliance on companion bots
might dskill our social capacities.

This work is part of Avigail's broader 'Large Language Models and a Well-
Rounded Approach to Human Flourishing' project, which has generated
additional outputs. In collaboration with visiting fellow Sebastian Orlander,
she's exploring dignity in digital communication—research that earned an
invitation to present at the "Dignity in the Digital Age" conference at the
University of Salzburg and potential inclusion in a forthcoming Routledge
volume on digital dignity.

This summer Avigail is organizing a symposium on political philosophy of

technology at the 2025 Society for Philosophy and Technology conference,
bringing together international colleagues to bridging ethics, political
philosophy and technology—a space where she'll also present her latest
research on Al and common goods.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/0020174X.2025.2518448
https://doi.org/10.1080/0020174X.2025.2518448
https://www.conftool.pro/spt2025/index.php?page=browseSessions&form_session=128
https://www.conftool.pro/spt2025/index.php?page=browseSessions&form_session=128

Symposium Recap: “A Question of Time”
Dr. Dustin Lazarovici

On May 21, the Department of Humanities and Arts, in partnership with the
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, hosted the symposium A Question of
Time in the department’s theater hall.

Organized by Dr. Dustin Lazarovici (Humanities and Arts) and Dr. Eliyahu Keller
(Architecture and Town Planning), the event offered an interdisciplinary
exploration of the fascinating concept of time across diverse academic and artistic
perspectives.

The symposium brought together faculty, researchers, and artists from across the
Technion and beyond for a day of engaging talks, lively discussion, and cross-
disciplinary exchange that demonstrated how rich, pervasive, but also elusive the
topic of time can be.

Two thematic sessions anchored the day: “Time, Practices, and Theories,”
presented by members of the Department of Humanities and Arts, and
“Temporalities, Spaces, and Environments,” featuring speakers from the Faculty of
Architecture and Town Planning. In addition to these sessions, the symposium
included a presentation by multidisciplinary artist Maayan Elyakim, a keynote
lecture by Prof. Shimon Marom (Faculty of Medicine), and a musical conclusion by
Prof. Eitan Globerson, who joined the Humanities and Arts department earlier this
year.

Thanks to the excellent line-up of speakers and invaluable organizational support
of Meital Gotfrid (Head of Administration at the Department of Humanities and
Arts), the symposium was widely regarded as a success, with high levels of
participation and enthusiastic feedback from attendees. We hope that it marks the
starting point of many more events, collaborations,
and research projects between the Humanities

and Arts Department and the Faculty of Architecture
and Town Planning.

Program Overview click here
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https://tas2025.net.technion.ac.il/
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Why International Weeks Matter - and Why This One
Stood Out Reflections from the 12th International
Week at HMU, Chania, Greece
By Dr. Elena Mizrahi

One week ago, | returned from the 12th International Week at Hellenic Mediterranean
University (HMU) in Chania, Crete - and I'm still processing how meaningful the
experience was. It was a week filled with academic exchange, professional development
with colleagues and students from across the globe.

Here are four reasons why this week was worth every delayed email reply waiting in my
inbox: Academic Enrichment; Professional Growth; Networking; Teaching Satisfaction

The most meaningful part for me was meeting, in person, the students | had been
teaching online as part of two BIPs (Blended Intensive
Programmes) under the IMPACT Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange
initiative: Leadership Across Fields and Al Innovation in Digital
Communication.

After two months of virtual learning, seeing the students work
together face-to-face was inspiring. Their creativity,

professionalism, and intercultural openness were on full
display during the highlight event of the week:

IMPACT Al ICON 2025: International Student Conference
On June 4th, the 4th Student-led Al International Conference
(Al ICON 2025) took place in a hybrid format, co-hosted onsite
in Chania and online. This international conference -

initiated and led by myself in collaboration with
colleagues and students—brought together participants from over ten countries to
present multidisciplinary perspectives on the transformative role of Al across fields such
as medicine, engineering, logistics, urban planning, psychology, and the arts.

As part of the event, a delegation of five Technion students enrolled in the Al Innovation
in Digital Communication COIL course traveled to Chania to present, moderate, and co-
organize the event. Their participation was made possible through a travel grant, and
they represented the Technion with excellence.

My post on LinkedIn:
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/elena-mizrahi_internationalweeks-hmu-internationalization-activity-7339676307334529027-Qu1m?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACljrw4Bev7iMc_8ywl5_aMpR-Su3P-JL3I

Dr. Orit Wolf

This month, a new poem by Orit Wolf titled"Viva", dedicated to Antonio Vivaldi, was published
in the anthology "Admoni veTov Ra'i" released by Debby Ofakim Publishing, June 2025.

A musical masterclass for young scientists, now in its third consecutive year, will take place on
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at the Visitors Center (12:30-14:30). This initiative reflects the
vision of providing students from all disciplines and degrees with the opportunity to perform
publicly and receive live instruction under the guidance of Orit Wolf.

The series "Music, Science, and Inspiration" will conclude its third season with a final event on
Wednesday, July 9, 2025, at 12:30 PM in Churchill Auditorium. This session will be dedicated
toThe Power of Rhythms, featuring special guests: Prof. Lior Gepstein (Faculty of Medicine),
Dr. Tzipora Rakedzon (Department of Humanities and Arts), and Prof. Yoav Sagi (Faculty of
Physics). The event will also host the Trio di Gassen, featuring Janush Horowitz, Gal Klein, and
Meidad Cohen. For the third consecutive year, the series will also reach the Faculty of
Medicine. On June 29, 2025, it will feature participants from the last session held in May: Prof.
Jackie Schiller (Faculty of Medicine), Prof. Ezri Tarazi (Faculty of Architecture andTown
Planning), and Prof. Ashraf Brik (Faculty of Chemistry). This meeting will be dedicated to the
theme Inspiration and will include a guest appearance by mandolin artist Shmuel Elbaz who
will play with Orit Wolf (Sunday, June 29, 2025, at 11:00 AM, Ruth Auditorium, Faculty of
Medicine.)

A new website has been launched for the series, where all events and programs can be
viewed: www.msi.technion.ac.il

Photo credit: Rami Shlus
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http://www.msi.technion.ac.il/

Department Representation at the
Graduate School Research Day

On June 10, the Department was proudly represented at the Faculty Research Day of the
Graduate School. Lital Shemen, a PhD student and Avia Ben Ari, an English lecturer in the
Department, participated in this academic event.

Lital Shemen

Lital Shemen is a PhD student at our
department, supervised by Avital Binah-Pollak.
Her research explores cross-cultural differences
in  mathematical perceptions and practices
between Chinese and Israeli undergraduate
students enrolled in the same academic
program at the Technion and GTIT (China).
Lital's preliminary data indicate that despite
similar curricula and syllabi, students in each
location exhibited different approaches to
learning mathematics. For example, Chinese
students emphasized exam performance and

practical solutions, often disregarding intuitive explanations offered in class,
which were perceived as non-intuitive or irrelevant to them.

These contrasts raised questions about the cultural embeddedness of
mathematical understanding, challenging the assumption that mathematics is
universal and culture-free.

To investigate these differences, the study adopts an anthropological approach,
combining participant observation, learning logs, and semi-structured interviews
conducted in real-life classroom settings. By comparing two parallel case studies
in natural learning environments, the study addresses key gaps in the existing
literature: 1) the over-reliance on research conducted in WEIRD (Western,
Educated, Industrialized, Rich, Democratic) societies, which often draws universal
conclusions about the human mind and behavior; and 2) gaps between studies
conducted in controlled lab settings and those grounded in real-life educational
contexts. In doing so, the research aims to reveal how socio-cultural contexts
shape students’ mathematical thinking and learning behaviors.
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Department Representation at the
Graduate School Research Day

. Third-year Ph.D. student at the Faculty of

Education in Science and Technology, Technion
- Supervised by Dr. Rinat Rosenberg-Kima.
Poster Title: Implementing the "Expressive
Programming" Curriculum with Children
During the Iron Swords War.
The program, developed as part of my doctoral
| research, bridges computer science education
' and art therapy. It offers a novel approach that
| transforms traditional expressive  writing
exercises into a visual programming
environment designed for children.

Through completing reflective, projection-based coding tasks, children
learn basic programming skills while also gaining opportunities for self-
expression and emotional resilience.

The study found that children with no prior coding experience significantly
improved their basic programming abilities, exhibited an increase in
positive emotions, and created coded narratives that reflected emotional
themes linked to their lived experiences in Israel following the events of
October 7.
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Dr. Hisham Abdulhalim

Opinion Article by Dr. Hisham Abdelhalim: How Fast
Decision-Making Can Drive Business Success

Organizations that foster a culture of fast and confident
decision-making are better equipped to navigate
uncertainty and seize fleeting opportunities. In this opinion
piece, published in People and Computers, Dr. Hisham
Abdelhalim explores the critical role of rapid, informed
decision-making in today’s business environment.

He emphasizes how digital transformation supports this
agility by enhancing operational efficiency, customer
experience, and competitiveness. Key strategies for success
include strong leadership, employee engagement, and a
commitment to continuous innovation.

To read the full article, click the link: Read the full article
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https://www.pc.co.il/editorial/white-papers/430861/
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https://www.haifa.muni.il/event/%D7%97%D7%99%D7%A4%D7%90%D7%99%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9A/

Performance - PETER IS BACK
Amir Yatziv

On May 28, Amir Yatziv, Artist in Residence in the department, filmmaker and
visual artist, presented PETER IS BACK as part of the Technion'’s “Artist on Campus”
program. The performance was inspired by Franz Kafka’s 1917 short story “A
Report to an Academy” and featured a virtual avatar powered by real-time artificial
intelligence.

In this innovative show, Peter, the former monkey, interacted live with Yatziv,
raising questions about humanity, identity, and the relationship between humans
and machines. The performance blurred the lines between scripted dialogue and
improvisation, creating a unique experience at every presentation.

Yatziv developed the piece in collaboration with Prof. Roy Reichart from the Faculty
of Data and Decision Sciences.

This was an exceptional and unique event, held in the presence of the President of
the Technion.
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https://www.prtfl.co.il/archives/225637
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?viewas=100000686899395&id=61550050874352
https://www.instagram.com/humanities.and.arts.department/
https://humanities.technion.ac.il/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/humanities-and-arts-technion-30a490264?original_referer=

